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An Aspect of Chaucer’s “philosophy” in “The Canon’s Yeoman’s Tale”
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In “The Canon’s Yeoman'’s Tale”, compared with Consolation, we can find the relationship between master and pupil:
Lady Philosophy teaches Boethius, and the fraud canon does the priest or yeoman. There is a clear difference in a
master’s attitude to teach pupils: in Consolation, Philosophy, discussing some complicated topics with him, explains
every topic respectfully, slowly, and carefully, watching how much the pupil understands some topic, to get him to
understand it perfectly. In CYT, however, the master’s aim is for his pupil not to consider the mysterious art carefully;
his explanation is rough, pressing, and speedy enough not to make him understand. The canon’s philosophy makes a
striking contrast to Boethius’ one. Through the discussion with Philosophy, Boethius recovers his state of mind,
dissolving his despair. Philosophy’s discussion leads to his happiness. Meanwhile, the canon’s philosophy, making
gold, necessarily arouses people’s desire, which can bring about people’s soul’s destruction. In CYT, reflecting a
genuine aspect of “philosophy”, Chaucer mocks the false aspect of philosophy with irony.
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The Riverside Chaucer. 3™ edn. (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2008) 12X %
DARNCED 0L DITHEIRCED
3) Howard Rollin Patch, 7he goddess Fortuna in
Mediaeval Literature (New York: Octagon Books,
1967) 67-70.
4) Tragedie is to seyn a certeyn storei,
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And is yfallen out of heigh degree
Into myserie, and endeth wrecchedly. (VII. 1973-7)
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L <% “The Monk’ s Tale” OEG)Y & F AZ-DW\T
—The Canterbury Tales DFLE DBEEH V-1 (OLIVA
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6) The Riverside Chaucer, 1083-6.
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8) The Riverside Chaucer, 946.
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9) John Mattews Manly, Some New Light on Chaucer.
(New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1926), 246-7
10) The Riverside Chaucer Ti% “the word can mean
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11) The Riverside Chaucer, 20.
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285.
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