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Building a social approach to developmental disabilities
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This paper discusses whether it is possible to build an approach that considers developmental disabilities as a
problem for society. In society, traditional developmental view has focused on closed individuals gaining abili-
ties. It requires people to be useful to society. People who are not useful to society are defined as persons with
disabilities and are required to recover their usefulness through treatment and training. To regard the difficulties
caused by disabilities as social problems rather than blaming them solely on the disabled, it is necessary to shift
to developmental view that “people grow and live in relationships” from it. Even if a heterogeneous person is
subsumed as it is, a new distortion appears in another place, which can lead to a new exclusion. To overcome

this, it is necessary to abandon the fixed view of disability and to have a fluid and variable society in which

each person independently faces the problem of the relationship in front of him.
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