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There are two areas of the nuclear development, civilian and military use. While prohibiting the military use
of nuclear power from the experience of atomic bombs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan implemented the
civilian use of nuclear power which is known as “Atoms for Peace”. This attitude towards nuclear power in
Japan seems paradoxical (Beck 2011: 5-6). This thesis aims to pursue the reason why the paradoxical use of
nuclear power has not been a big problem in Japanese society.

From the view point of Giinther Anders who thought the nuclear power was one of the biggest problems in
the world, the framework for nuclear power which is called “Apocalyptic Blindness” has been set. Anders saw
the greatest danger for the future of the planet not in the nuclear power itself, but rather in the “Apocalyptic
Blindness” of people, in their inability to imagine the dire consequences of their actions. It is only because of
their lack of imagination that people believe they are allowed to do what they can do, that they trust in a
technological progress which not only delivers them into the clutches of their technical systems but also, even
worse, threatens to engulf them. From this philosophical view point, recent Japanese society’s awareness for
nuclear power from which was gathered Asahi and Yomiuri newspaper articles has been clear that it suits the
“Apocalyptic Blindness” by Anders.

Through these whole arguments, the paradoxical use of nuclear power in Japanese society is based on the
structural problem “Apocalyptic Blindness” by Anders and its core reason is that people are simply unable to
think.
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