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The Contrastive Semantics of ‘actual’ and ‘real’
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Abstract

BE B 2 %* (TORII Kouei)

This paper offers a contrastive analysis of the meanings of ‘actual' and ‘real.’ The analysis was

made based on the descriptions of these words in dictionaries and their uses in newspapers and

other articles.

The results of the analysis show that ‘actual’ means to be existing as a fact, not

being imaginary, and ‘real' means to be true and complete, not being false or pretended.

1 [FE®HIC

EET, ZIBERFEOEREOBRSOICEY
HMATWS, BEQ995)Y Tt say, tell, speak,
talk %, BJ&(1998a)? Tt choose, select, elect
% . B & (1998b)® T % chance, opportunity,
occasion &, BJE(2000)? Tl all, whole, entire,
total &, B&E (2003) ¥ Tl foolish, silly, stupid
. BJE (2004)9 TIL refuse, reject . BE
(2005) Tl completely, perfectly, thoroughly
%, BFE(2006)Y CTiX origin, root, source &, #
nENGH L, SEE, BARBICRLESGS. B
LEDIC THED - KRB0 OFKICRDHER
actual & real ZXf®R & LT, BHROWERRD,
SO FIEEINE CTERRT, TPHFE - 1l
DERBENORERRBLAEIN T, RO TERICINE
LIHBIN O 00T - BEEIGICHLED S Z LI
T2,

T, HEORERNG, actual & real OEB
DFEVIZONT, KERRBLENTCAHS, 28
U7-&EIX, /N#HE Progressive English-Japanese
(1987)% | /N % fE
English-Japanese Dictionary (1994)'®, =4 & The
New Global English-Japanese Dictionary (1994)!'V

Dictionary Random House

HF924k New College English—Japanese Dictionary
(1994)” K {& #8
Dictionary (1994)'® . X x v & New Proceed
English-Japanese Dictionary (1994)'% . fJF&/5

Genius English-Japanese

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English

(1987) 9D 72>TH B,

BAIZ . actual & real [ZX L THETEZLNT
WHRREEICEE LTh, £ actual &KL, TH
ED - EZBED) EWSREBOAHATH-T, HlEET
T8I,

(1) an actual example (College)

(2) the actual experience of going abroad

(Genius)
(3) The actual price was lower than I had
thought. (Proceed)
—F real DFIL, BF - HKFEREOFMABLH D
B EZNUATENASNARFREBEZ b T,
bHAA, actual LEERIZ, THED - BEFED] L
5 BERITRE» TV 5,

(4) areal person in history (College)

(6) The story was based on real life.
(Proceed)
(6) The events you will see in the film are real
and not just made up. (Random)

LaL, ZRETTHEHARS T, TED - KED) L
IEBEHR LT3, FIXoHNbEXIE, TED -
ALD) DI TBED - EREO] LY EEBICE
Molz, Bl ThRE S,

(7)  Isyour ring real gold? (Longman)

(8) He has a real love of art. (Proceed)

(9) 1 felt real sympathy for him. (Global)
X5z, real (ZiE WA~ -T2V - 2K D
EWIOREBLEZDN TV,

(10) The earthquake was a real surprise to me.

[T~ AR (College)
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NI | -El ectronic Library Service



Fukushi ma National Col |l ege of Technol ogy

WFIEfCEE 5485 (2007)

(11) She’s a real brain. & T2LR2NWHEF)
(Random)
(12) areal oddity '£<<DEA] (Global)

F72, real I[Z1X, HiEREDA A—ICEREIND
Bz -7z) EWHIRBELH -T2,

(13) The characters in the novel seem quite real.

(Random)

(14) His story became real. (College)

PUEDX 31z, real ®F 78 actual £ 1 L EBROSEH
BIENZ EBbho T,

EZAT, real ® TED » KRYD) LS EKRD
FAFEZRTNWT, K& 2280 6NBZ LR
Dz, 120 TH 2, BY TiERV) L) EK
TO [RED) LWHIEKRT, 5121, £0F
ERRTAROEKRTO TEOED - Kgayiay &
WHBKRTH D, (MIRTEOF T, 8). DixkED
BlCcHsd, bOIPLAERSTTHLD,

(5%, $Ah Tiddev) Of)

(15) areal diamond (Progressive)

(16) arealillness (College)

(17) What’s the real reason for your absence?

(Genius)

TEDED - RigHe) Ol

(18) areal friend (Genius)

(19) a real summer (College)

(20) That book is a real thriller. (Random)
£, actual 1T [FHED - EED] LW HIFRFELT
BEZHNTWD Ll 725 5L Random & Genius
Wik, SETBETLRAFT. TRYMO - A40) 72
EFOBERTHESBENHD L VH T EBEMINT
W5,

(21) This is your actual Florida alligator.
Tz Eo 7a ) ¥0O T = K717
(Random)

ZHHE, your WS THLK L, KETRBET AT L
W) EERMNTNDEDT, O H Ak Bb
NHR, ZOBET 5%, BV TERy) v
BY%T, TEQZED - FEHR] LI BRTIIRE
EIHITH D,

Pl b, #EEICH - T2 actual & real DEKROE
HOBWARIZELDDE. R1IDESITRD, (O
WBRERSHB Z L&, XITHRERRWILE, Al
BB RIEORRDHD I &L &RT,)

HEDOAGZ R TW T actual & real MiEWNE L
TEBVFEER, bH 12bb, FHIE. Znb2
DOBEANTET DRBDENTHD, [HED -
EBEDO] L) EBRIT, actual b real HIEITFFS T
WABB, ZOBWROBEAEOHBEORN R HE L TH

BB TEREFTMER

Table 1 Meanings of ‘actual’ and ‘real’ in
dictionaries
Bk actual | real
BED - ERED O O
2%, BV TIX
JAN O
Bo - 720
KLY | EOROD - KK
X O
By 72
TS T T0 - 2LD X O
HitHE- X 0

7z, real DR BEOERLDEBITTHD L,
(22) thing,
experience, event, life
DE I B, —F actual DXRBOER L D E T
5é&,

(23) sample, example, person, cost, price,

object, person, world,

expenses, election results, words,
commission of a crime, case of bribery,
case of heroism, fact, experience,
happening, life

DEIIED, bHAAXBOLDLH DD, real
£V actual D FBEBEHEIIEATHAEEERXS, Z
DI, HBOEBEZOVTHENEHEZ &
BFRIhD,

B#%IZ. actual & real DEHROENIOWVWT, 7
SDFHEED I L 3DIFHRPBHE > T T, B
LTI I,

(24) Progressive

actuall BLEIZHFET 5, ERICEZ o7,
FABRE - fIRATR,
real KEMIZEIETH A, SR EEEL—
B®LTCW3,
(25) Random
actual:AEH (FhERY) b0 TR,
BRECHFET D, HOVEERICE

oL THB I L RIERA,
reallZh L & EH (EE) BP—HEHLTW5HZ
L R,

(26) College
actual!ERRIZFIET 5,
real: A R ENBER—B L THTHD HOR
BZED D TR,
70, FEEERERE Y ICh. BEOEVDIZOWD
TORBLEH > TWZDT, FFTEL,
(27) actwalFEFIIfTAOHEHICALIZ L%
HALT, SOREBELIEZT I 2o
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TREDEERIZERT S,
real REDOHRDOEEL R L., HICKEHIC
BELEBEREIIERT S,

3 RHILbLOER

2OBRETRSVERIZONT, EFLDEHIT
EZLTHhD, EFNIHE (The Japan Times LT
J.T.) R/ &2 5, actual % 51 f4l, real % 58
FINE LT, 2DEBRT, actual & real ITEWOE
BLEBEORMBIENESHDZ ENbhal, 2
T, EFIZBWTH, 202 8% P0ICHE - B8
LTHBZEILT A,
A BROBREICOVTOLE
2128V T, actual iTIZIE THED - EED)]
BEROBZFHEODOIK L, real IZEDMNA VAT
BEXRERHOZLEBbhofz, £ZC, 1) actual 13
BlUZERNTS, TRED - ZEEDO] OE®ROALT, %
DD ERIZEN DA, 2) real ITNANAREKE
FoTn2bIThHIN, TNENREDREDHE
ERD), EV) 2 RIZOWTHANTASZ LT L
Teo BT, WELZAMEZ, R 1 OFHAITH-T
DR EHLTHL, BREKR 20X o7,
R2HOHEWMTEDIREZLOTHD,
® actual i, &T [BED - EED)] OBEKD
Rl Thole, BEMP b, BEIZH- T
7= your actual~ (&K% D)) ORFILE D)
Lotz
® realid, T7mvv~AR-FT V-2 D) OF
WORFIL., BEALB b RONL oz,
ZOMD 3 H>OFERO AT, FHEEOTBE
DROMoT, BELLTUE. T5%, AV T
) & TRORO « KR 2&ET
i, TED - X¥ 0] OBKRORAfARRD %
<VRWT THEEO - EEO ) OFKO MG
WBEpol, [RIZHB-T] OFREOHGIL,
BT lehr oo, HEOLBEY Ro0o
7o
ENENOREFZ BT TEBZ 9,
<actual THE®D - EBED| OREH >
(28) The government has decided against revising
its official estimate of 38,000 killed until its
relief coordinator completes a survey, but it
acknowledges that the actual toll probably
will be much higher, said the spokesman, Maj.
Gen. Shaukat Sultan.
(J.T. Wednesday, October 19, 2005 p.1)

(29) The higher one’s social position, or mibun,

Table 2 Frequency of each meaning of ‘actual’ and
‘real’ in actual uses
EROTESE actual | real
BED - ZEED 51 22
I%., Y TiE
B0 720N 0 ’
RED | EOED « Ktk 0 y
HI72
A7 s Sl R AN SR/ 0 0
HlZEoTk 0 3
&t 51 58

the more he (rarely she) is expected to take

responsibility for events around him,

regardless of his actual role in their

occurrence.

( Carl Becker “American and English
Ideals” ZEHE4t (1991) p.106)

(30) Nearly every individual who participated in
the decision to use the bomb had his own
motive. Some were concerned with the
kamikazes, others wanted to punish the
Japanese for Pearl Harbor, while there were
those who said that the actual use of the bomb
was the only way to justify to Congress and
the people the expenditure of $2 billion to
produce it.

( Stephan E. Ambrose “Rise to Globalism”

it (1992) p.62)

(31) The Meiji emperor came to be an influential
force in the government, but he and his
successors remained basically symbols of
authority rather than actual rulers.

(Edwin O. Reischauer “Japan: The Story of
a Nation” #®FEf: (1971) p.64)

(32) Even if your actual experience is virtually
identical to mine, our assumptive worlds will
never be the same.

( John
Communication in a Multicultural World”
it (1999) p.33)

<real [BLE®D - EED | OREH>

(33) The lesson is that if an opposition party wants

Braun “Intercultural

to grab power, it must first pinpoint the real
issues, show a strong will to revolve them,
work out realistic proposals and present them

in an easy-to-understand and appealing way
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to the voters.
(J.T. Tuesday, September 13, 2005 p.15)
(34) For some who wanted to be modern, art was
an end in its own right, as it had been for the
nineteenth-century Symbolists; something
whose value was eternal and therefore set
apart from the real changes of social and
political life.
( Denise Hooker “Art of the Western World”
wEHE (199D p.75)
<real 9%, AV TiZiv ] ORFEH >
(35) The issue of postal service reform, however, is
an excuse and not the real reason for
Koizumi’s dissolution of Parliament on Aug. 8.
The real goal of Koizumi in pushing postal
reform is to strengthen the control of the
prime minister’s office over the government
finances needed to fund mounting public debt.
(22D real EH 5 G IR CEBKROH)
(J.T. Thursday, September 1, 2005 p.19)
(36) In every culture there are cases where people
do not say exactly what they mean, but hide
their real intentions with euphemism.
( Carl Becker “American and English
Ideals” ZEE#H (1991) p.93)
<real [EDED - K¥gH7z) OREH>
(37) South Korea will use this week’s APEC
meeting in Pusan to showcase its ability to
lead  the

forward-looking

region. Producing a

agenda and leaders’
statement are important, but the real test is
seeing those commitments implemented. In
other words, the real test of South Korean
leadership—or that of any country—is not in
the period leading to a meeting, but in that
which follows: Real leaders continue to work
for results even when the spotlight has
dimmed. (3 -2® real £ CH U EWkKOHI)
(J.T. Thursday, November 17, 2005 p.12)
(38) And in the field of international politics, the
now  entirely independent Japanese
government continued to cooperate with the
United States almost as closely as before and
looked to us for leadership. In a sense, we
remained Japan’s only real companion.
( Edwin O. Reischauer “Japan and America”
®EMA (1964 p.69)
<real THIZB»7] ORFH>

TR T3 R P A

(39) I was more interested, I think, in the great
rock on which the Pilgrims landed than in
anything else in Plymouth. 1 could touch it,
and perhaps that made the coming of the
Pilgrims and their toils and great deeds seem
more real to me.

( Helen Keller “The Story of My Life”
Ak (1965) p.29)

(40) Some dreams may be unreal and seem to
make little sense, and others may be so real
and clear that we are not sure that we are
dreaming.

( Melvin Berger “Advances of Modern
Science” #iH MR (1971 p.7)

(B) WRITDOWVWTOLLE
2 DEBRIZBWT, real &Y actual D FRRIHRT
BHEHIZEATHD ZERTRINEDL, EflCE
WTHLBZLTE I R LTAL I £ 7, 15
ED - EED] OEWKR®D actual & real DEMAHIIC
BT, BEORGLL> TWHEALETIY H
FTE, RIDEHIIRD, £, actual IZEFAMIZ
HH o mDTHBIZTTERVA [HD-AYD | [H
IZiltoTlz) OBEBKRD real DRBFIOBED R EET
WmOHT &, RA4DESICrD, K3, R4»bHE
WMTEBREELHOTHDE,
@ #F3IZBV T actual DXFRIZIL, place, mother,
ruler 72 ¥ BAKR 220 A DS $H B 43, real DX
X EEB 20 NTED, SERCEESE
HBLETHHEED, real OFRITIZ, problem,
issue, process, danger, difficulty, concern,
strategy R EBEEN TV AN, BEMICES
WO TREE), TfEbRy, THREE), TOE) Z2OH
EVI T EERBEINTHRVWEANRE Y, =
FUZRE L. actual REROEBN L MR LT 5%
A1Z4%. invasion, occupation, landing, combat,
offence, use of bomb, nuclear test, experiment
and test, aid, baptizing, burial,
death-sentence 7 & BARHIC &5 ) FHROE
B ODERLIZBOBP RV EENTVD,
@ #EF41ZBWTIL, real D12 . book, name,
ruler, enemy, savage, leader, companion 72 &
EERARHRANEENTOD L, FRCED
at & L 4 5% A& b . test, fighting,
privatization, reform, revival 72 & B{RRIZ &
V)BT LONERLELOBNL D
DEENTVD,
DEDITRDB,
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Table 3 Objects of ‘actual’ and ‘real’ meaning to be

‘factual’ in actual uses

actual

real

place

cell

weapon

cash

mother
people

ruler

bull

language
word

daylight

noise

sound

touch

toll

weight

figure

amount

ratio
proportion
feature
invasion
occupation
landing
combat
combat use
offence

use of bomb
nuclear test
experiment and test
aid

baptizing
burial
making and growing
death-sentence
physical power
structure

role
democracy
possession
well-being
experience
situation
circumstances

meaning

number

world

information

violence

change

weakness

problem

issue

process

danger
difficulty

concern

strategy

principle

possibility

life

sense

2

2

2

2

Table 4 Objects of ‘real’ with other meanings in actual

uses

real

book

name

thing

ruler

enemy

savage

leader
companion
Pilgrim

object

subject

music

dream

reason

cause

goal
intellectual goal
intention
treasures of life
say

test 2
fighting
privatization
reform
revival

flood words
problem
challenge
vocation
progress
responsibility
lever of power
democracy
significance

sense of values

DLODEWIL DV T, ROLIEZZ,
THo - ALn), TRIZB2T] OBRO AT
actual [ZIXEEL | real DHR2D T, real S EARA
HbOLEDTHELTEH, [HED - EBED| OF
e FAFIE, actual & real MFIZHDDTEHEE L.
BAAM DR RIT real LV actual DXtRE 2D
DR, real b [EO - AYp), [HEiCiH 7]
DEROBEICIE, BEEOH D bDENR LITT
M. BE LHEAIC actual OXRO 508 BARMEIC
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BATWBEWNWS Z L3, R Y actual DR BN F
Nreal DB LY BEMICEATHWELELZZS T
H5,

4 FEdh

PAbE%ZMEE 2 C.actual & real dEHRODEZEWICD
WTEEDTAHE D, £F, actual 1, FEEOFR,
ERBF BT, TBHED - EEFEO] L0 5 BBRO
ABIBIEEAETH T, Lo T, [BEILEE
TBHEEICREZ -7 EWIBERBFLTHD &
WERTx?, BECHEREL. EBCEZ 222 &1
BARHEIZBEATHB D, actual OBEDOXE L A
BHICBATELORE kD EEZLND, KRBT
BEVTZF T your actual ~28 [9H %, 49 Ttk
W] EWVWIBRICARBZZ ENFEECEFSL TV
B, Ihb, BEICHEEL, ERICEZ o722 ST,
D, B THEHRNENWD Z LT, FLHERND
IRELTZBEDTHHEE L LD,

WIZ, real 1X, HEOTRI S, [HED - FEED ),
B - AYD], [Tz~ 320 £< D],
(BB T2 REDEREZEFE LI LB oM,
EFTINOOEER_THB L, [HED - EE
D] bRV ENEOD, TED - XYD| AERbE
WZ ENbhol, EHICHEDORSR% actual L H
RCHDB L, real FEBFEIZPLRLZ LI &b
o, b6, real OHLHEKIL [RED -
EBED] TR, [ED - AYD) THsEHET
&%, LT, ZOFLHERD LMOBERBIRE
LizbEEZBx 0, Thbb, [ED - KD L)
BROI LD (5%, A0 T2V &V ERD
B, HETHEHRST, BEIFEL - ERICEZ -
2] bOEEWTBLOIC oL, EHERYEY
WEWTIE, S ETRAZLS TEPDOAL A—T LS
LT THICEST] EWIBERPTRELEEE X
bid, iz, (B - FH¥D] LWHEKRDOIBD
TEOED - AEHR] LI BRI DT, BB
REWVHZEFBRERFELTNDLENS ZETH
Hhb, FINOBIEBEZHATIEREVICE
fLl, T2~ - T30 - 2 D) VD ZEkkA
RELEEEEZEZDND,

DEoERZEE 2 T, actual & real DEKRDE
WIZOWTREEZRHT 5,

(41) actnal: MEIHFELEZY  EBICEZ o2 &

WH Ik,
real: 5 EHOREH - KENREDE,

BB, 5B actual & real &5 T —

ik, BEEEERAEERTRAELEL VR

BB TERHEHEMEL

EREWELDTHD, ZOBREPEY T, BELBILE
LLEif5s,

BEXH

1) BRE#X, lsay, tell, speak, talk OXIFRE
RS (1) 1. MEEEERREES 31 7).
pp. 52-58,  (1995)

2) BIE#4, [Ichoose, select, elect MXTHEE
Rotr). [EEESEMERREETESW
REmEE 175], pp. 1-10.  (1998)

3) EE#%. Tchance, opportunity, occasion
DX RERIHT] [REBHENTRES 37
1. pp. 91-96,  (1998)

4) BIEF%., [all, whole, entire, total ®x%f
FRERHT L IBBEEHRALAES 40 5],
pp. 153-158,  (2000)

5) BE#FEZ, lfoolish, silly, stupid OXIHRE
BRotrl. [RESSEMEREBHEESW

e 22 5], pp. 53-62,  (2003)

6) BEFER. [refuse & reject DX FREIRIHT],
[EEREWRLESE 44 51, pp. 47-53,
(2004)

7) BIE#5, lcompletely, perfectly, thoroughly
OXRERST, [EEREEMFREEHS
B RmESH 24 5], pp. 117-126, (2005)

8) BfE#4 . lorigin, root, source MXfFRE Lk
AL/ N [BEEEFELES 46 3], pp.
61-67, (2006)

9) [Progressive English-Japanese Dictionaryl.,

INERE, (1987)

[Random House English~Japanese Dictionaryl.

INEREL (1994)

[The New Global English-Japanese Dictionaryl.,

=E%E, (1999

12) [New College English—Japanese Dictionaryl.
mrgEst.  (1994)

13) [Genius English-Japanese Dictionaryl, Ki{&
g, (1994)

14) [New Proceed English-Japanese Dictionaryl.,
~x v, (1994)

15) TLongman Dictionary of Contemporary Englishl.
WREMK, (1987)

16) ] b4 -SSR, [oesEEAEiral
KIERE, (1992)

10

~

11

~—
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