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Finality of The Canterbury Tales in “The Manciple's Tale”
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In The Canterbury Tales, the last pilgrim who tells the story on the way to the cathedral is the Parson. The Parson
doesn't want to tell the story which doesn’t contain "soothfastnesse", though the Host asks him to tell a fable. Then,
the Parson expounds the Seven Deadly Sins and the nature of penitence, that is, the Parson's tale is contrary to the

29, ¢

"fiction". O.E.D. gives one definition of “tale”: “a mere story, as opposed to a narrative of fact; a fiction”. In this point,
the Parson's "tale" can be interpreted as not a “tale” meaning “fiction”. The second last tale is “The Manciple's Tale”;
it is a fable, mainly based on Ovid's Metamorphoses. Applying to the meaning of O.E.D., “The Manciple's tale” can
be treated as the “last tale” in The Canterbury Tales. The tale has an aspect of tragedy, suggesting the fear of a tyrant,
an authority’s murder, and fatal careless utterance, as reflecting the negative and degenerate aspect of this world.
Moreover, in this fable, the protagonist Phebus, a symbol of “sun”, will kill himself in the last scene. The Manciple
finishing his tale, the sun is going down and the darkness is coming, as associated with the gloomy implication of his
suicide. “The Manciple’s tale”, as the last tale, also including the preceding fable tales, signifies the sufferings of this
world. It can be linked with the part of “comedy” of Troilus, where, Troilus, though his experience of the tragic death
and the sufferings in this world, finally, can feel the true happiness and the uselessness of worldly pleasure in the

celestial world. In other words, this “last tale” can symbolize the sufferings like “end-time” in Christianity.
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For paul, that writeth unto Thymothee,
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He may by no wey clepe his word agayn

Thyng that is seyd is seyd, and forth it gooth,
Though hym repente, or be hym nevere so looth
He is his thral to whom that he hath sayd

A tale of which he is now yvele apayd

(IX. 354-8)
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And jhesu, for his grace, wit me sende
To shewe yow the wey, in this viage,
Of thilke parfit glorious pilgrymage
That highte jerusalem celestial.

(X. 48-51)
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2) So myghte he lightly brynge me in the snare.
(IX.77)
3) Of maistres hadde he mo than thries ten,
That weren of lawe expert and curious
Of which ther were a duszeyne in that hous
Worthy to been stywardes of rente and lond
Of any lord that is in engelond,
To make hym lyve by his propre good
In honour dettelees (but if he were wood),
Or lyve as scarsly as hym list desire;
And able for to helpen al a shire
In any caas that myghte falle or happe.
And yet this Manciple sette hir aller cappe.
(1. 576-86)
4) For that wol turne rancour and disese
T acord and love, and many a wrong apese
0 thou bacus, yblessed be thy name
That so kanst turnen ernest into game!
(IX. 97-100)
of Law's Tale” (I1.742-9) . “The

5) “The Man

Physician’ s Tale” (VI.59-60) . “The Pardoner’ s Tale”

(VI. 880-8) . “The Monk’ s Tale” (VII.2199-201, 2226-
8, 2491-2), 7272 L., ¥ALAMEE HRIITIE “Strong was
the wyn, and wel to drynke us leste.” (I.750) &%
TUA U EBLIRATE LB D, BUEIRTIZZOMR
D TIXRNZ ENHHZ D,

6) EEROTANTHESEZWUE b, WAL CTImsRs
eV IX, %X, “Anon they kiste, and ryden forth
hir weye.” (VI. 968) & &5, LU, The Riverside
Chaucer DIFRIZH D X 91, FEEAMED Lizh
Mg L\, (The Riverside Chaucer, 910) %
JBRFIE D DBIRDMEE SRR FITE 5 T T
720,

7) Robert M. Correale, ed. Sources and Analogues of

the Canterbury Tales. Vol.II (Woodbridge: D.S.

45

Brewer, 2005.) 749-50

L. D., ed. The Riverside Chaucer. 3"
edn. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008) 952

9) Lak of StedfastnesselZ¥\T5H ) F v — RK_Jho#E
B3, RERE [Fa—)—0 IREEX) & )
DOBHEIZDOWT —  “The Man of Law' s Tale & Lak of
Stedfastnesse ZHUNZ  fRkE LEREEMFR
JURIEE 361 5, 2021) EBH,

10) Douglas
Chaucer. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003.)
23.

8) Benson,

Gray, ed. The Oxford Companion to

11) that al kynde of mortel thyng ne descendeth

into wrecchindnesse by the ende of the deth.
(Boece 11 pr.4 175)

12) The Riverside Chaucer, 9545

13) The Riverside Chaucer, 955.

14) Fa—H—D “comedy” IZDVWNTDFELWELIL [F
=P —DIARAT 4 DL 5 —DOMENZONT (b
7= B550 5 VT = SEERICAR, 2011) 2B,

2 EZ XM

1) Benson, L. D., ed. The Riverside Chaucer. 3" edn.
Oxford University Press, 2008.

2) Correale, Robert M. ed. Sources and Analogues of
the Canterbury Tales. Vol. 1-2. D.S.Brewer, 2003

3) Crow, M. M. and Olson, C. C.,eds.Life-Records.
Oxford University Press, 1966

4) Fulk,R.D. “Reinterpreting the ‘Manciple’s
Tale’ .” The Journal of English and Germanic
Philology, Vol. 78, No.4, 1979, pp. 485-93

5) Fumo, Jamie C. “Thinking upon the Crow: The

‘Manciple’ s Tale’ and Ovidian Mythography.”
The Chaucer Review, Vol. 38, No.4, 2004,
pp. 355-75.

6) Gray, Douglas, ed. The Oxford Companion to Chaucer.
Oxford University Press, 2003

7) Harwood, Britton J. “Language and the Real:
Chaucer’ s Manciple.” The Chaucer Review,
Vol. 6, No. 4, 1972 pp. 268-79.

8) Herman, Peter C. “Treason in the ‘Manciple s
Tale’ .” The Chaucer Review, Vol.25, No.4,
1991, pp. 318-28.

9) Jefferson, Bernard. Chaucer and the Consolation of

Philosophy of Boethius.Gordian Press, 1968.



10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

Kelly, Henry Ansgar. Tragedy and Comedy from
Dante to Pseudo—Dante. University of
California Press, 1989.

Ideas and Forms of Tragedy from

Aristotle to the Middle Ages. Cambridge

University Press, 1993.

Chaucerian Tragedy. D.S. Brewer,

1997.

Marenbon, John. Boethius. Oxford University
Press, 2003.

Minnis, A. J. Chaucer’s Boece and the Medieval
Tradition of Boethius.D.S.Brewer, 1993.

Ovid. Metamorphoses. trans., Rolfe Humphries.
Indiana University Press, 2018.

Patch, Howard Rollin. The Goddess Fortuna in
Mediaeval Literature. Octagon Books, 1967.

Raybin, David. “The Death of a Silent Woman:
Voice and Power in Chaucer’ s Manciple’s
Tale.” The Journal of English and Germanic
Philology,Vol. 95, No.1, 1996, pp.19-37.

46





